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Sir: 

A Notice of Allowance dated March 24, 2006 was received in the above-identified 
application. The Applicants thank the Examiner for kindly allowing the application. 

However, the Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner failed to consider all of 
the references submitted by the Applicants. In particular, the Applicants note that the Examiner 
failed to consider reference "AJ" (CN 1 174354 A) listed on the February 23, 2006 Form PTO- 
1449. 

In item 3 on page 2 of the Detailed Action attached to the Notice of Allowance, the 
Examiner asserted the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on February 23, 2006 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. However, in item 4 on page 2 of the Detailed 
Action, the Examiner then asserted that the IDS filed on February 23, 2006 was not in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the 
relevance of reference "AJ" listed on the February 23, 2006 Form PTO-1449. 



The Applicants respectfully submit that a concise statement of the relevance of reference 
"AJ" was indeed provided. In particular, in item 4(f) of the February 23, 2006 IDS, the 
Applicants stated that U.S. Patent No. 6,092,1 12 (reference "AA") corresponds to the CN 
1174354 reference. 

Under the provisions of MPEP 609(111), the requirement for providing a concise 
explanation of a reference which is not in the English language is satisfied by submitting an 
English-language equivalent application if the English-language application is a translation of the 
foreign reference. 

Accordingly, by stating that U.S. Patent No. 6,092,1 12 corresponds to CN 1 174354 in the 
February 23, 2006 IDS, the Applicants have satisfied the requirement to provide a concise 
statement of the relevance of CN 1 174354 and thus have complied with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(3). 

Furthermore, under the provisions of MPEP 609(111), the requirement for providing a 
concise explanation of a reference which is not in the English language is satisfied by submitting 
an English-language version of a foreign patent office search report that indicates the degree of 
relevance of each non-English language reference that was found by the foreign patent office. 

As noted in item 4(b) of the IDS, the Applicants also submitted an English-language 
version of a Chinese office action in which the CN 1 174354 reference was first cited and the 
claims of a corresponding foreign application were rejected. Therefore, the Applicants 
respectfully submit that the English-language version of the Chinese office action indicates the 
degree of relevance of the CN 1 174354 reference found by the Chinese patent office. 

Accordingly, in addition to providing an English-language equivalent application of the 
CN 1 174354 reference, the Applicants respectfully submit that the requirement to provide a 
concise explanation of this reference was satisfied by the submission of the Chinese office action 
identifying the relevance of this reference. 



Therefore, the Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to consider reference "AJ" 
listed on the February 23, 2006 Form PTO-1449 and to return to the Applicants an Examiner- 
initialed copy of the February 23, 2006 Form PTO-1449 to indicate consideration of this 
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reference. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Kenji TAGAWA et al. 




Jonathan R. Bowser 
Registration No. 54,574 
Attorney for Applicants 
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